CHAPTER  IX
PORTIA   AT   THE   LYCEUM
THE horrors of " The Iron Chest" haunted the Lyceum stage for a little over a fortnight, during which Mr. Irving had the satisfaction of achieving considerable success in a part associated with the illustrious names of John Kemble, Elliston, Young, and last, but greatest of all, Edmund Kean. On the 15th of October, 1879, the younger Colman's depressing version of " The Adventures of Caleb Williams " gave way to a revival of " Hamlet," in which Ellen Terry resumed the part of Ophelia. Mr. Irving had spent a portion of his summer holiday in cruising about the Mediterranean in the Baroness Burdett-Coutts's yacht. The charm of that sunny sea and of the countries whose shores it washes induced 133